
 

Priesthood 9 The Golden Altar of Incense 

 

The veil is ripped and now we easily enter the glory.  The incense is what takes us in the Holy of Holies and 

bridges the gap between the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place. 

Hebrews 9:3-4 “Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, which had the golden altar of 

incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron's staff that had 

budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant.” 

The pattern of our worship services:  Laver (examination before communion), Table of Showbread (Lord’s Supper), 

Pronouncing blessing, Lampstand (Holy Spirit welcomed and unstructured services), Golden Altar (freedom in 

worship), and the Ark (the glory comes). 

Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh:  Christ has come to Tabernacle among us (feast of Tabernacles) 

1. 10X10 speaks of the coming thousand year reign of Christ 

2. The Golden Altar with four horns (blood applied yearly) and power over NSWE 

It was the Golden Altar of Incense which was straight ahead, before the veil, this third piece of furniture in 

the Holy Place on which the holy incense was burned. Made from acacia wood overlaid with pure gold it 

stood higher than any other article of furniture in the holy place, 2 cubits (3 feet) tall. It was one cubit square 

and it had around the top a crown of gold. It had four golden horns just as the bronze altar in the courtyard. 

Lower down on each side there were golden rings to insert the poles for carrying. 

3. A coal was taken from the bronze altar (Isaiah 6:7 Isaiah’s lips cleansed) 

Incense was burned on the golden altar daily:  praise, worship, prayer, and intercession daily.  Rev 5:8 “The four 

living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people.” 

Ketoret is the transliteration of the Hebrew word קטרת, which is translated, in English, as incense. The word ketoret 

means bonding.  It shows the coming together of praise, worship, prayer, and intercession.  Also implies the 

incredible importance of unity with God’s people as we come together to offer spiritual incense.  

http://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4untitled00000220.htm#8389ddb6
http://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4untitled00000065.htm#39a057f2
http://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4untitled00000095.htm#6599ddab
http://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4untitled00000108.htm#6d8a09b2
http://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4untitled00000189.htm#4d84d2f3
http://www.bible-history.com/tabernacle/TAB4untitled00000160.htm#683908c3
http://www.betemunah.org/hebrew.html


The sachet of myrrh between the breast of the Shunamite.  Her heart was a burning coal in which the incense would 

arise of worship and prayer.  Song of Solomon 1:12 “While the king was at his table, my perfume spread its 

fragrance. 
13

 My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh resting between my breasts. 
14

 My beloved is to me a cluster of 

henna blossoms from the vineyards of En Gedi.” 

Ps 141:1-2 “I call to you, LORD, come quickly to me; hear me when I call to you.
2 

May my prayer be set before you like 

incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.” 

 Balsam: fragrant resin that comes from a balsam fir tree (once we are crucified with Christ our lives become 

a fragrant incense) 

 Onycha is supposed to have healing properties (there is healing released in worship and prayer) 

 Galbanum is a gum that has to be pierced to get out of a tree (we share in Christ’s sufferings and therefore 

share in his glory) 

 Frankincense: pure white (the bitter tasting trials that help produce a righteous life) 

 Salt was added which speaks of our prayer lives bringing change around us 

 

4. Study on the ingredients of the oil and the power of the anointing with oil:  Bittersweet 

Myrrh is a gum which comes from the stem of a low, thorny, ragged tree of the terebinth family growing in Arabia.  It 

is used to medicinal purposes and correcting secretions on dead bodies.  It comes from the tree when the tree is 

bruised.  Esther had six months of beauty treatments with myrrh.  Myrrh has to do with death.  When the grape is 

crushed the wine comes out, and when the olive is crushed the anointing flows.  Death proceeds resurrection power. 

Cinnamon is the bark of a small evergreen tree in the laurel family.  It is used for flavoring primarily and as medicine.  

This speaks of the sweetness of the anointing at work in our lives.  Calamus grows in Arabia and India (Song of 

Solomon 4:14; Ez 27:19).  It is a sweet root highly prized as a spice.  It grows in miry soil and the more it is beaten, 

the more sweet its fragrance is.  This speaks of the life of suffering the anointing will draw.  Cassia is a spice which 

grows in various parts of the east.  It is similar to cinnamon, but it comes from a shrub that which grows only at great 

heights of around 8,000 ft.  This shows the need for us to learn how to pray and access the realm of heaven on earth.  

From our prayer lives is where the great anointing comes. 

5. Prayer without ceasing (1Thess 5:17) and walking in the Spirit (Gal 5:16) 

 

More to consider about personal freedoms 

Gal 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by 

a yoke of slavery.” 

 Does something grieve the Holy Spirit 

 The atmosphere of your home and the atmosphere of your church 

 Avoiding the appearance of evil (1Thess 5:22) 

 Stepping stone toward the occult and Monsters Inc…Rom 6:16 “whether you are slaves to sin, which leads 

to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?” 

Altar Time 

Ask forgiveness for the things you have done to hurt yourself, others, or the Lord because of your personal inner 

wounds.  Subtle pride of seeing others faults but not our own.   

 Compromise convictions (unfaithful to the Lord maybe lust, idols, or money) 

 Self hatred or hurting oneself 

 Lashing out or taking it out on others (over-reacting) 

 



Names of God:  Hallowing his name (10 names to memorize) 

Yahweh (Hebrew name for almighty God or Jehovah- he is our covenant keeping God)  Gen 2:4 
Jehovah Mishpah (the Lord the righteous judge)  Isaiah 30:18 
Jehovah Nissi (Lord my Banner, Strong in Battle, Victorious, his banner is Love)  Ex 17:15 
Jehovah Rohi (Lord my Shepherd)  Ps 23:1 
Jehovah Rapha (The Lord my Healer)    Ex 15:26 
Jehovah Shammah (The Lord the Divine Presence continually with us)  Ez 48:35 
Jehovah Tsidkenu (The Lord my Righteousness)  Jer 23:6 
Jehovah Mekoddish (The Lord my Sanctification)  Ex 31:13 
Jehovah Jireh (The Lord our Provider)  Gen 22:13-14 
Jehovah Shalom (The Lord our Peace)  Judges 6:24 
 

Seven Hebrew Words for Praise 
 
a. Yadah“ To extend the hand, throw out the hand, to worship with hands extended” Ps 63:4, 14:12, 
1Tim 2:8 (Lifting hands) 
 
b. Shabach“To address in a LOUD tone. To command, to triumph, to glory, to shout a LOUD 
expression” Ps 35:27 (Shout) 
 
c. Zamar“To touch, as in an instrument, instrumental worship, the hard or strings” Ps 150 (To praise 
on the instruments) 
 
d. Barak“To kneel, to bless God as an act of adoration” Ps 71:14 (bowing or kneeling before God) 
 
e. Towdah“To give thanksgiving with extended hands” Ps 50:23 also look at Phil 4:6 (offering 
thanksgiving unto God) 
 
f. Halal“To shine, boast, rave, celebrate and be joyful, to give light, to be given in marriage, and 
to be clamorously foolish” (celebrate) This is the most used Hebrew word for praise. It is 
where we get the word Hallelujah. It is the word Dancing and twirling would fall under. 
Dancing was VERY common in Jewish celebrations such as a wedding. Ps 149:3, 150:4 
Under Halal are these other words: 

a. Ruah “To shout, leap, or celebrate” 
b. Giyl “To whirl (spin) about” 
c. Takah “To clap as in crushing.” Clapping was to intimidate the enemy as well as used 
in praise and worship. 

 
g. Tehillah “To sing or to laud.” Ps 22:3 (singing, laughing, rejoicing) 
 
There are three main Hebrew words for worship 
1. Shachah “Prostrate oneself (pay homage or royalty to God) bow down” 
2. Atsab “to carve, fabricate, or fashion” (worshipping God through the arts like sculpting or painting) 
3. Cegid “to worship” 
 

 


